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A MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER FOR
CHILD PROTECTION AND FAMILY SUPPORT

As the WA Minister for Child Protection and Family
Support | am acutely aware of how domestic
viclence can erode the very fabric on which our
society is built.

Through my work with the myriad of amazing
professionals and organisations, such as Starick, |
know only too well that there is no one solution to
this complicated problem.

All levels of government, community service
providers and the wider community have a role to
play in working towards making the perpetrators
accountable, making the victims safe and changing
entrenched attitudes. Organisations like Starick are
integral in this equation.

| applaud Starick for the support they have provided
in the south east metropoelitan corridor for the past
30 years, offering support and refuge to the victims
of tamily and domestic violence.

In some ways it is a sad indictment that Starick have
walked this journey for 30 years and their services are
more in demand than ever before. This government
is committed to working with agencies like Starick to
change this.

Minister for Child Protection and Family Support,
the Hon Helen Morton MLC

“I applaud Starick for the support they have
provided in the south east metropolitan corridor

for the past 30 years.”




Starick is s not-for-profit organisation that provides
tupport zery ces in Perths south-233t metro ares to
women &nd childran sffacted by family and domestic

violanca,

twsas 30 years 5go o that Starick Houss openad

its doors for the first time to women and children
escaping family and domestic violencs.

Todsy, our services include two refuges for women
with children. Starick House = in Gosnells and Mary
Smith Houss= iz in Bentley, esch sccommodating
six women &nd their children. We slso offer court
support, advocacy, children’s programs, community

outreach services 2nd 2 busy “op shop™ in Love Street,

Cloverdzle run entirely by voluntsers,
tarick rece’ves graniz from the Department for Child
=‘ro:-:-c°. on and Family Support, Lotterywest and
other one-off funding sources. However, financial and
materzl donztions ars slways welcoms, and help uz
derrzngs of non-szzentel butvitsl services
- arttherzpy, holidey programs end camps, specals:
counz=liing, bsby mazzzgs end yogs.

f you'd liks to contribute in any
the important work we do, w ove
hezr from you - plezze vist our websits
www.sta rick.org.au or telephone our
office on (08) $478 5300.

n this our 30th yesar, we shine a spotlight
on zome of those who have quistly end
tesdfzstly contributed to the important
work we do — our supporters, our volun-
ers and our treined, compassionats

and dedicstaed personnel, some of w :"n
-m,-.,..a.l z22 'n the stories .}'5'." ow -
hzve experienced domesticviolence
hemsalves.
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“It takes a village
to raise a child.”

‘

@ African
» proverb

If you'd like to contribute
in any way to the important
work we do, we’d love to
hear from you — please visit
our website www.starick.

org.au or telephone our
office on (08) 9478 5300.




Henrietta Starick — the true

face of domestic violence
and survival “As tears fall from her face

she begins to sway
Love shouldn’t hurt this

way.

Diana Rasmussen,
Snow White Darkness

The name Starick commemorstes Nurss Henristts
Starick (1831-1947), who woreed 23 2 Registered
Maternity Nurse in the Gosnells srea from 1505 to 1935.
MNurse Starick represents the true fzce of domestic
violence and zurvivel. Her work 22 2 midwite
extended throughout the ar=as of Maddington,
Gosnells, Cannington, Southemn River and Canning
Vzle 2nd zhe covered many kilometraz on foor,
t=nding 10 her patients. She was extramely proud of
the fzct that she naver lost s mother in zll her yaars of
WOorking 2z @ matern ty nurse.

Nurse Starick had 12 children of her own, and

was herzalf 2 victim of severs domestic violence,
sometimes escaping her husband by tzking trips in

2 smzll dingy 1o transport her children and herzelf
down the Canning River to 2 z3fz place. Savers! of
her grandchildren ztll live in the Gosnellz zrea.

In 1973 = the Internztionzl Year of Women —concerned  tme to working st her rafuge. She became = well-

citizen Mary Smith and a group of women from the known snd respected community figure in the City
Internztionz! Women’ Year Committes initizted the of Canning end deservedly eemed swards and
Night She'ter oroject. An Advizory Commtise was recognition for her

formed, = progerty leased and the Azzsociztion was commitment to

incorporsted in 1976. thezs czuses. She
The Mary Smith Night Shelter in Bentley opened its passed awsay in 1997,
doors in 1978 to women and children escaping family st 72 years of age.
znd domesztic violencs, exgeriencing mentsl hezlth In 1999, Starick
izzuss 2na homelszsness. took over the

Mary was passionste and committed to the protection mzansgement ot

of women and children throughout her life. She was the Mary Smith

glso involved in the Women's Council for Domestic Night Shefter and
end Family Violence and other committaes relsting to Fcnt nues to mansgs
domestic violence. TocEy

Mzry aidnt recsive 3 wege, yet donstad her entire

- Faces of Starick



Kay Hallahan, AO - the first Patron

Kay Hallzshan AO was Staricks first Patron. Az she
explaing, her tiez with domesztc violence go back =
long way.

“When | was = child, my father mansged & tmber
mill for Bunning Bros. | remember sitting st our
kitchen tzble one evening when soms very distrezzed
children from one of the mill families came to our
houss saying ‘Come quickly, dad’s belting mum!’
Dad got up from the meszl table and went with them
to zort it out, 30 that 2|l members of the family were
zzfe. | had great rezpect for the way my perents
helpec otherz”

Before Kay got into politics, she was s Woman
Police Constzble. She remembers only too well how
znything reported 23 "= domestic™ got dropped to
the bottom of the list for action. “Women in danger
were reporting in, calling out for help and being
largely ignored and unsupported. | can tell you |
didn‘t feel st ll happy sbout that!”

“Backin the early '20:z | waz |ving in Lezmurdis znd
had become very involved with the Labor Party,”
zhe remembers. “Our Electorate Council included
Parthz zouth-sastern suburbs, and we wears 2/l vary
concemed that the community was offering an
inadequate responsze to women suffaring domestic
and family violence.”

In 1982, Kzy sttended = public meeting with
reprasentatives from Armadzle and Gosnells City

“We are in a state of domestic
war, the battlefield is in the

home.”

Sara Niles, Torn
From the Inside QOut

Councils, to discuss the need for s women and
children’s refuge 'n the area. Over 80 concemed
members of the public sttendad, and & s122rng
group wss formed.

“It’s important to remember that up until this point,
there was no crisis sccommodastion down the south-
east corridor other than at Cannington. But ultimately
good people made it happen, with both councils
strongly supporting the move.”

Attne 1983 ztzte elaction, sy won 2 323t in the
Legizlstive Councl &z part of the Lebor Government.
Two wesks lzt2r, & Federzl Lzoor Covernmeant was
elected. There had been = rizing tide of concern
about community services and Lsbor, particularly

its women, went sbout addressing some of these
deficits.

“ltwas = very busy, stimulzting time,” ramembers
Kay. “We were franeticzlly busy getting community
zervices 0 plece, supported oy both the szt 2nd
federal governments. We'd never had that befora.

It led to Commonweslth Stste funding for Childeare
and the Home and Community Care Program, as
well 23 the Supported Accommodsztion Azsizizncs
Programme - SAAP - and ongoing funding for
refuges.

In 1983, Starick House openad sz = purposs-built

continued next Page
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Domestic and family violence is an area of sodial
need often overlooked when it comes to public
donations.

So we asked our refuge staff what they think
would improve the lives of the women and
children they work with.

The result: a poignantly and tellingly simple list
of day-to-day items that most of us take for
granted...

2aby masszge lessons for the mums. (“Its
good for attachment between mum and child,
good for the family bond and benefits baby
develogment.”)

Re-introduction of art therspy. (“It benefitted the
children s0 much.”)

Programmes for women and children on nutrition
and cooking nutritious meals on & budget.

Self-defence courzes, including how to stay safe
in the home ("We did this once before and the
women loved it!")

Gym memberships.

Resurrection of Starick’s ennusl client art
exhibition.

Basic facilitation sids ("Things we can do sround
the tzsble to help the women plan their future -
vision boards, art and craft, that sort of thing.”)

Faces of Starick

A new 10-12 sester bus. (*Our van sests six end
once you get the kids' car seats in, its a bit of

a squash! A bigger bus would also mean that
averyone could go on outings togsther.”)

“Our van seats six and once you
get the kids” car seats in, it’s a

bit of a squash!”

Storsge space for donstions of large tems ke
furniture, so this can be svzilsble when women
zre leaving the rafuges and estzblishing new
homes.

Start-up packs for women estsblishing new
homes - kitchen utensils, linen, stc.

Plants for the refuge gardens - 10 maks them
more shady and plezsant, and to provide the
fzmiliez with edible herbs and vegetables.



The new Patron — Anne Banks-McAllister

Anne Banks-McAllizter knows exzctly why she was

spproached to be Starick’s new patron.

‘v& been in the women’s sector for rrsr', yesrs, I've
good networks, I'm = bit known around the

iopefully | can make = difference ™

Anne comes o the role with excellent credentizlz.

She's the former CEQ of the Shire of Peppermint

Grove and involved with the WA Internstions

Women’ Day (IWD) collsborstion, which manages

the annusl WA Women Hall of Fame.

w

For sight years, Anne zet on the nations! board of
UN Women Austrzlis, the Unitad Nations entity for
gencer equslity aﬂd the empowsrment of women.
She wss slz0 the 'nzugural chair of UN Women Perth.
Az Starickz new patron, Anne s=es fundraising sz =
msjor fﬁ-..s Most of the funding we recsive is for
the delivery of specfic services. | want to increzss

its non-t -.-d fund rg so that they can do e
&m =bov -no q-;p—c ific services end

Anne’s g strong believer in economic diversification
=nd = zkilled strategizt with much exgerience 'n

culture change programmes. She’s planning to help
Starick find innovative ways to assist its clients, and

J

cites severs) progremmes thet currently don't recsive
funding but would enrich and improve the lives o
women and children sffected by domastic violencs.

part ...l rh.e yzcslre ;'s‘ = .
violence and maszzge goss 2 long \.':, to helping Several progr‘ammes
children desl with or get over the traumsa.”

. currently dont receive
J - -
f helping children funding but would enrich and

H & mesns ©
overcome trsuma. “It’s such & powerful tool, such & ; - -

grestway o nelp them express themsslves 'n 2 non- Improve the lives of women
threztenin -

g way. ‘ and children affected by
‘ domestic violence.

(8]
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e organization ﬂ-:--:-ds to get

tf.} 1d

parvcular, I'd liks to 322 us get better 2t finding

“We nzed people and orgznizztionz who bacoms
coth advocstes and regular funders for the really

important work Starick is doing.

Starick 30th Anniversary 7



THE CLOTHESLINE PROJECT

Backin 1923, Virginiz "Ginger” Blackws!! nesded
somewhers safe to go with her two young sons,
having left her husband due to domestic violencs.

Starick Housze had opened only = faw months szrlier.

Ginger stzyed for three months before findi ng
sccommodation with the support of refuge staff.

A faw maonths lster, Starick s..prosch-:-d Ginger to
work at the refuge. The rest, az they say, s history.
Ginger joined the organisation and, 5?':-:- 12 y=ers,
wenton o complete 2 soczl work degree st Curtn
University — not bad, s she says, “for someone who
dign’t even pz3z grads eight st schooll”

tzrick for 29 years, end

the co-ordinztor of the

Ginger hzz beenw tk
currently wor<s gart-tme 22

Clothezline Project — 2 US program started in 1990 0

zddraszs the 'ssus of vio
“Its & vehicle for women sffectad by violence to
xpress their emotions :, decorsting = shirt,” says

lencs zgzinzt women.

ce viewsd by otherz tc-s ony to the problem of

V

has since spresd worldwide.”

Ev ery other weekend, Ginger lozds her czrup with
paints and blank t-shirts and visits both of Starick’s

nger. “Thney then han 'ﬁ-:- shirt on a clotheszline w0

e
‘olence agzinstwomen. V ""'. tke support of many, it
zi

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR OF GOSNELLS

tarick Services, from itz ezrly beginnings 30 years
290 == the Goznellz-Armeadzle Women's Refuges, has
plzysd zn m::':art role in the szfety of women zand
children in the City of Goznells.

| commend Starick Services on providing an

important zervice fcrwon‘e' in the locsl sres and for
providing & safe environment for women and children
suffering the impact of family and domestic viclencs

The City of Goznells has sssizted Starick Services
for the Izt 30 yesrs beczuze the zervics provides
d unfortunzstely much-nesdad zarvice

within our local community.

s vzlusble zn

Domaestic violence is a terrible situstion for anyone to
find themselves in. | am proud that the City continues
to contribute to s local refuge for many women and
their children, across the South-East of Perth.

City of Gosnells Mayor, Dave Griffiths

refuges, offering the women = few quist hours of
\.ontem:|=t on. “They write things ke | teke back
my life and my control’ or ‘Why me, what did 1 do?" or
sometmes they simply draw s picture that articulates
hcw they're fzeling.”

ingers says her main focus is providing = safe spa
forwomen 10 open up and exprazs themselvas
thelr t-zhirs.
“l ze2 women arrive gt Starick frail and zc a'-d who
9o on to becoms extrao rdinaril
free of domestic violence. That!




A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR OF ARMADALE

On behsalf of the City of Armazdsle, it gives me

grest plessurs to congratulste Starck on itz 30th
snniversary.

Since 1983 Starick has provided emergency support
sccommaodetion and & sefe environment for women
znd children in the southeast region.

Starick’s teams provide vital support to vulnersble
women and edvocste on their behslf to ensurs their
neesds are mat.

Unfortunatsly, the need for crisis sccommodation
=nd zpecizlized support 3ervicas = incressing.
More women and children in cur communities are
sxperiencng family and domestic violence that often
lezds 1o homelssznazs.

The City iz proud to continue to sssist Starick a3 it
continues to work to achieve positive outcomes for
the community.

My fellow Councillors and | wish Starick and its
dediczted z12ff 2 memorsble 30th anniversary.
Mayor Henry Zelones OAM, JP

A BUDDHIST MEDITATION

The Armeadzle Buddhizt Society visits Starick Houss
refuge once s month and runs meditstion sessions
for both staff and clients.

Various kinds of meditstion are shared during thezs
two-hour sessions, simed st showing ways to relax
=nd relezzs stress.

During the mindful eating exercise, the women are
guided through esating s sultans very, very slowly.
“The ides is that you can do it anywhere, anytime,”
zzys refuge employse Elenz Nzumovsks. “You can
do it washing up or walking to the shops.”

Elenz zays shez noticed how this helps clients
prepare for some of their more stressful mestings.
One lady told me it lifts her to snother level in terms
of her heslth and wellbeing.”

DONATED MEALS

The TAFE students at Canning Vale College regularly
donste mezls to Starick House rafuge.

“The students cook up the mesls, freeze them and
tzke them over 1o the refugs every three months or
50,” says Jodie Richardzon.

“Theres slways & good variety of mezls - [zzagns,
veggie curry, chicken curry, sometimes they make
biscuits.

“The clients think it's fantastic. All they haveto do is
warm it up. They come in disposable contziners you
don‘t even have to wash up!”

Starick 30th Anniversary 9



A
+
mn

[ )

hildren left home, s
:I;-v.-ws ecia stS ons Zulsdorf
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"I belisve in give end tze,” she zzyz. "Once the kics
hzd gone, | felt it was my time to give back

Soin ‘CO9 Shansz joined the Starick board. "l had &
izt of things that were important 10 me —waomesn,
children, the indigenous community, migrants eand
'ef.: g=e3. Sterick ticked every one of thozs boxes.”

A yeer lzter, Shons took on the role of Chair of
Starick’s Board. She has gone on to build up s strong
tez=m of professionzls who guide the organisstion’s
policy-making, fundraising endeavours and ethos.
“The children in our zervicss are the next generztion.
By working with them, we hope to bresk the cycle of
domestic violencs. If we can do that, we area mzking 2
differencs

“I'm not sure my fal ow board members understand

what & privilege it is for me to work with them,” she

zzys. "l love that tf-e‘ vest in meking Starick the

best it can possibly be and want to know how they

czn maks = differencs.”

“We as a board slso think very highly of our new
EQ, Leznne. She understands government, but

mznzges with hezrt. She iz 2 huge z332t”

“The children in our services
are the next generation. By
working with them, we hope
to break the cycle of domestic

violence. If we can do that, we
are making a difference.”

Shona Zuldorf,
Starick Chair

E.-:-', time Shonsz
arick, she is remindad of th

org znizstion dos:.
“One of our clients gave z zpe

the first time I've had my own h
b: nk sccount, and | want to thank you'.”
“Then thers was the African lady with three chi dren
who zgid ‘For the first time in my |fe, the lives of me
and my children gre szfe” Thetz e reslly big dezl It
z z3zlient reminder of how lucky | am and what other
peoplesz’ livesz zre lilke. ts why we do whetwe do 1o
help.”
In Staricks 30th yezr, Shona’s gosl is to differentizte
the services offerad by changing the lives of children
who e>'4:er‘er-= domesztcviolencs.
The board is slso focusing on maintzining the
organisation’s ma cisl viability, pursuing f.r.,r:'s'rg
initistives, spplying for grants and generslly getting
smarter sbout finzncs
“Theze are tough economic times, and | have no
doubst that some organisations like ours won't be
here in the future. So that's our sspirstion - to be
hers in five yezrz’ time, 3tll puzhing for chenge, still
he'ping thoze thatneed "
“Tomecs e di 'F‘F-r-n._, thats the important thing to
do.” zhe zays. “We gl justnesd to doour littie b,

r lietle bit.”



Leanne Barron — the CEO

In zome ways, Starick CEQ Leznne Barron faslz ke
her profezzionsz| | fe has come full cirdle. “My first
jobs in the non- -government sector were in }- using,
nomelezznesz and comesztic violencs,” she zzys.
“Since then, my carser has been focuzed in socisl
services, mostly in eadvocacy end policy roles

Lesnne was slready well sware of Sterick before
joining the organization, end had grest respect for
how the orgznizstion graw in responss 10 New issuss
and ways of working.

"That was something | wanted to continue when |
czme hers — 10 enzure that we zre responding 10
the needs in the community, and that the needs of
women and children are slways st the forefront of
whzatever we do.”

Atthe zams tme, Leznne hzz worked with Stericks
Board to strengthen the governance of the
organzation, End to mest new reguirements and
community expectst
for-profit orgznisstions. She sdmits that st times this
hzz bean & challengs, particulzry given new zervice
regquirements ENC CUCget restre Nt

Leznne hzz hugs rezpect for her st=ff and the work
they do. "It takes s lot of ;p rit and reszilience to work
inthiz space. Starick z12% ze2 2 side of life that many

of uz dont have w0 face.”

Az the o'gum-_. on celebrates tz 30th anniverzary,

zhe szyz itz imporiant to recognise the history of

not-for-profit organizations like Starick. “We are an

essentizl part of the infrastructure of the community.

It's glso important that we s2e whers we've been

znd whears we zre now, end 10 cslebrate our
ontributions.”

Az to the futurs, Leznne z ,'* the next 12 months will
g2 Starick becoms = lead zgency inthe gslivery o
new refuge sarvice system m od—:-l, providing an

mergency response to women and children who

zrick will zlzo0 work
uges In the ezstern

mom u)

metro corridor.

Leznne iz 2lz0 kean to build up Starick’s childrens
program. “Finding new ways to connect with
children, and with other orgsnisations that can offer

tions sbout sccountsbility for not-

kc—, part o{
of violenc

specizlist ;:rog'=rv“ w0 Starice cI entz iz a2
how we can work to help stop ¢ ycle

Looking back on her first two years with Starick,
Leznne zzys she has partculerly enjoyed the way that
her family, friends and networks have rzllied sround
the zervice — supporting events, volunteering and
dropping off donations.

“Thereiz =
ours, and we couldn’t survive without it.

lot of community support for servicss like

“It takes a lot of spirit and
resilience to work in this
space. Starick staff see a side

of life that most of us dont
have to face.”

Leanne Barron,
Starick CEO



“There is a lot of noise out
there drowning out quiet
voices...lots of folks have put

their hands over their ears to
drown out the suffering.”

Shane Claiborne,
The Simple Way

The former CEO - Arina Aoina

When Starick opened its doors on 30 June 1985,
there was just enough funding to employ four
workers and co-ordinator Arins Aoina, who would
continue 10 lezd the orgenizztion for 28 years, her
role evolving into that of CEO as the orgsnisation
grew =nd extended itz services.

Arinz remembears those ezry days. “When | started,
there were no stsff, just s brand new building with
one zecondhand dezk zand z cheirl”

Within 24 hours, the refuge had its first family. A faw
wesks |zter, & few mors familiez had moved in. The

refuge has been full, give or tzke & dzy or two, sver
zince.

Unger Aring’s mznzgement, Starick became 2 new
type of refuge; one whers the women wars trasted
=3 equszls, and where childran were cons'dered to be
23 important 22 their mothers. “Starick led the way in
thiz new zpprosch,” ramembers Arnz.

Stzrick zlz0 bacame the lezd sgency in the zres of
co-ordinsted community response to family and

domestic viclencs. This saw refuge workers, polics
znd the justics system working together towerd the
same goal: protecting women and children.

12

Anne Muir was one of the first people to be trained
in the new system =nd continues her work for Starick
todzy. ~nother key player in thizs chzllenging but
exctng time wss Senior Sergeznt Frea Hill st the
Armaaczle Police Station.

“Without Fraag, the ntegrated servicss soprozch
wouldn’t have worked so effectively,” s -

“He gave us =n office and sent his policemen over
to the refuge for two hours 2 week to tsks s look st
what the women were going through, with the sim of
building & stronger relstionship between us and the
police.”

zys Arina.

“When | started, there were no
staff, just a brand new building
with one secondhand desk and
a chair!”



MEET THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ADVOCATE
Anne Muir

= polics stat

ing with domestic
ne, nd eventusly
gular at
u d ve o;::ed 2 3rong
working relationship with police prosecutor Sergeant
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Emily Andrews,
The Finer Points of

"Pb Iz 2 toerzon,” 33ys Anne. “He zupporned Becoming Machine

ﬂilo

domestic vicle any of the women stzy with the perpetrztor
been very little slieve its szfer. “She thinks if she has
police in Perth’ sces ti 33

sn

nnewith e ls

zbuzed women ..:r-:— slv.‘s-.'.-. 8ggi ".g e :c-l'ce,

while they thought we were s bunch of hairy lesbisne ~ Working in such & hig

just getting on the man-hating bandwagon!” and Anne has devised strategie

It took & few years, bbt sventuslly both sides leamed e | Ve lesmed howto lsave .

trust 22ch other, recognisng they shared the same gosl.  Procss and lstitgo. spend s lotofe ctng
. end | go to the gym. Mind you, every now and then s
Annes '/.:'k sees hert .=.l<'1 to women from sll walks Cois 5 1o me.”
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Sne ‘3 2t :5’ ns : 'l-r”',' thstzhe’s an acovocsts, not an
I betheirvo t:-:— and generzlly tzks

ure u*ff--'-.r-n they don’t have the physical or

ergy to do tf*'t}-e’n'-:- ves, butit’s notmy

Until then, zh
providing wo
their children

B p doing what she do
men with options to ensble
to live = life free of domaesticvi

mentsl en
ob all them what to do.”

Anne =‘.te".ds court when the women
spply for restraining orders, zn
to raferrs i
provide
Anne often gets frustrated when

clients see themselves rather than
their partners as the cause.

ood father end
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When victims are
surprised to be believed

Ksthlean Brands clients are often surprized that
he believes their ztories. “After 2|, they've spent
lifetime being told they're making it all up or
xzggersting, or that Wz reslly ther fault,” zhe szy=.
Kathleen has been working with women and children
experiencing family and domestic violence for eight
yesrs, nd currently zpends one day & week st ezch
of Starick’s sarvices counzslling women.
“I do not assume to know what
and how my dients feel or the
pain they are going through.
But by offering = place of
safaty for them to talk and with
a little bit of theory thrown in, |
hope | can help insome way”™
Some women come just
the once, while otherz vist
regularly, she says.

w

oW

“It gll comes down to what
tney nesc 1o navigats their
way through the crisis they
find themselves in. We zsre there to help them on that
journey.”
Kzthleen helos her clients zke responsziniliny
} for themselves and their children, but puts the
responsibility for domestic violencs squarsly on the
shoulders of the perpetrator.

“I am living in hell from one day
to the next. But there is nothing
I can do to . | don‘t know
where | would go if | did. | feel
utterly powerless, and that

feeling is my prison. | entered
of my own free will, | locked the
door, and | threw away the key.”,

Huraki Murakami,
1Q84

Kathlzen iz quick to clarify that her role isntto cure
anyone. "Itz rezlly the women that do &l the wark. We
czn help out they have 1o make that joumsy themsslves,
recognise their own dreams, start 2 new |ife.”
Kzthleenz newsst rols iz 22 Manager of SPEARS
(Support, Prevention, Educstion, Advocacy Referrsl
Services), which has given her further insight o just
how dedicated the sta® ars 2t Starice

“Starick’s advocste role in the polics stations, court
and outrezch zre szzentiz! for women's szfety,” she
zzys. “lthas szved many lives”

“It’s our job to walk beside these women”

Dznitz Wzlter began ner carser with Starice 23 years
2go, whils she was still st university. She took over

23 manager at Mary Smith Refuge in 2009 and says
zhe loves the chzllenge. "It s job that changss from
minute to minute in response to the situstion. It
doesn‘t get boring!”

Pzrtof Danitz and hertezm rols iz to offer
emotional support to their clients. “Its sbout active
istening, empathy and giving women and children
the chance 10 share whatever they want 1o shars, and
knowing it's & szfe place to be sble to do that without
sny jucgemsant.”

Like Stzrick Housze, there zre six family unitz st th
Mszry Smith refuge. “And we are slways, shways ful
says Danitz. “You might get one day when s unitis
unoccupied, then we're full agsin.”

She loves working with women and children, end
giving them the opportunity to start a new lifs.

i

“You can z=e the'rpotentie), butthey cantreach ©
beczuse of circumstances.”

14 Facas of Starick

“We'rs hers w0 give them 22 much zupcort ana

informstion, 23 many rez0Urces ENC 300853 10 &3
many networks 23 they nead to maks informed

decizions.”

"Itz our job to walk beside theze women and work
together on their gozls and priorities; 7

iz & team effort”




THE CHILD ADVOCATES -

worked with St= ick for Fur,’-:-i's
Mary Smith r-=‘uc:-

-J" |‘ ~Aovocste 3t
Dookee (below) is the Child Advocat
e rafuge and has
|

I'-':- ”T?'ax’ra my pa:s on,”

=z
worked with : ldren &l

c
Mums and children often arrive st the rc-fL"-'- with ',..t'e
clothes they '\:-s:ar:' i
how to tell their ¢
they'ra going, and they arriv

= nd confused
;"d- oniuseq.

Each child is given a2 buddy bag - a backpack
containing essential items such as toiletries,
pyjamas, socks, underwear and a pillowcase,
as well as comfort items such as a book, photo
frame and teddy bear.

vided by The Als
tional charity set

children e>;:-:-"-:-r':'r'g violence. "Reztorn

1,
i
g W

3 o

On & more p'sc.'

moved school severs! times

struggle with homework A

by tzlking to ;:rr-p:s""d’-: r X
zituzton, ez wel gz help'ng the children zettlz into
school & d ms k ng sure they've got uniforms, schoo

ui ) 5
Advocste. "We do free play, art and craft, gsmes to
help them open up,” zayz Chermila. “Some will tzlk
ntwo deys, zome ta<s 2 wesk, otherz need longer

"Children are my passion”

com
-

omes to job sati

"
33y its 2 no-orainer

ure work rg with the --ﬂ' dran,
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Women's advocates take time to build relationships

Jodie Richardson (sbove left) and Aorzngi Te Huis “It opens the women up, and builds rspport
t the women and with staff.”

s long time to build &

h
necessities sre often sourcad from Starick’s op shop.

of whom don‘t have their own bank sccounts or any
n

dentification.

scussions happen. Aorzngi hzs experienced comest

~h atha
ch other

nowledgs,
opportunity
sbout nutriti geting, =nd zometi ‘ i ) ver really

just hav

Facas of Starick

T .



A sense of community at the Starick Op Shop

After Dawn Czmpbell (top right) ratired, zhe moved
nto 8 home two streets from Starick’s Clo

head offica.

vergs

w this little op
ut Starick’s

| wss going past one day
shop,” she szys. "Once | found out sbo
12 children experien r-g

work with women and -

domestic violencs, | filled in &n spplication form to
voluntesr. | started work two deys lzter!”

That weas four and & half years sgo. Todsy Dawn
mznzges the shop on 2 job-share basiz with fellow
volunteer Mary Sherwood (below "gnt‘

Mzry started voluntsering st the Starick op shop
='ghtyszrs 200, end waz ma:zs d at how many
ceocls donetea g::ds Looking back, wa've grown
one hell of 2 lot ly days.” she zays.

since my sar
Christmas is & specisl ¢ snop, 3ays Mary.

We getbuzy e of people come in to do
their Christmas shopping, especizlly those who dont

w
C
w
m
[
o]

Dawn loves w 'ap ing parcels for those staying st
Starick refuges. "It cheers them up during what =z 2
very 33d time,” zhe szyz. “We ztay bace and wrap
and wrap and wrap! | enjoy all that.”

Dewn =nd Mary are elways ready to help when Staric
cientz move out of the refugs to 22t up their own homes.
“Some of the mothers who seek Starick’s help have
fled their home or hospitzl with nothing, so we help
find them clothes,” zzyz Dawn. "It touches my heart
when they come into the shop with thc-’r children.
You know they've been through traums.”

H. Jackson Brown Jr.

“We hold onto items like baby baths and other items
for the mums - bedding, fumniture, that kind of thing
Refuge clients zlways ,c-t first dibs on the bigger
items, and word is beginning to spread sbout
Starick’s work as donations of clothing, toys and new
iteams continue to srrive

“Our donors often bring in something they've
bought specizlly to give us — meke-up, hand lotion
zll the femazle things. They know our mums don't
have that stuff, that they have 1o start zgsin.”

ick op
3h'~

There's = lovely sense of community st the Star
shop. “Its & bit like s socizsl event, sbitofs ls

s8ys Dawn.

s few chsirs out the front for the staff, an
the ocals zt0p thers 10 have 2 rest and & chat.”™

“Wa ha

Now ell Dawn wants iz some weekend voluntsers. “If
we could open st weskends, we'd be sble o bring In
more money for Starick’s wo'k."
The 71 y=ar old dosznt z=e herzelf moving on from
her volunteer work with Starick anytime scon. “I love
coming to work hers,” she szyz. “You feel ke you're
doing something, helping people. Everything 1do in
the shop, everything | s2ll, | know itz for & good cauz=.”
Az for Mzry, zhe begen 2t Starick when she was 33, Now
retired, she cov nues her g'oc works stthe op s nop ==
we olunteer hours &t 'J'r- ibrary and with
g-:-d acility. ~ d:* cecauze | love it zhe zays.
n ifarence.”

sk

g&8g
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THE PHILANTHROPISTS

Vivienne Stewart

Vivienne Stewart and Mandy Loton

What motivates s person to become = philanthropist?
For Vivienne Stewart (sbove left), it was s disgnosis
of bresst cancer.

While recovering from her treatment, Viviennes got to
thinking about how she could help others. But why
Starick?

“Domestic violencs is no respector of persons, its

zll scross society,” says Vivienne's friend and fellow
philanthropist Mandy (sbove right). “But az charities
go its not very fashionzble, and | knew from my work
z3 = fundrazer that very faw ceogle help. Instead they
go for the more glamorous, high profile charities.”

Mzndy worked for the Department of Arts, one

of Kzy Hallshan portfolios back when she wasz
minister. “We'd zlwzys bean vary fond of Kay,” zays
Mzndy. “She waz 2 marvellous minzterand z &
wonderful woman.”

So the pair had lunch with Kay and told her they
wantad to “give swsy = few bob to mothers and
childran who wars having & hell of 2 run,” ramembarz
Mzandy. Kay pointed them in the direction of Starick.

But what to give and how? Vivienne had grown

up on & farm in Broomehill, and every summer her
fzmily spent & month =t their beach houze in Aloany.
“We slweys had such = grezttme, and tfeltz0 223
thet some people didn't have the mezansz to have zn
znnus! holidzy.” she remembers. “So | 32id to Mandy
‘Let’s arrange for an annuszl holidsy for children and
the'r mothers!’

And so Viva Vivienne camps were born. The first
camp was nelad n 2003, end every yezr zinge then
Vivienne and Mandy have funded an annusl holiday
for Starick’s victims of domestic and family violence
st Farbridge Vizge, = hertzge-lstec townsite ust
north of Pinjarrs.

“Fairbridge offers 2 lovely, szfe environment, zlong
with zll that stuff we had when we wers kids,” zays
Vivienne with 2 big smils. A quick look at the sctivity
programme reveals much that would delight children
of zll zgez: = low ropes course, hay ridss, arts and
crsfts, movie nights, karaoks, & giant swing, flying fox
end visits to the locsl zoo.

Fzirbridge CEC Mark Anderzon hzs been involved
since the word go. “The support of the women and
children involved in the Swzrick programme iz really
important to us,” he says. “We want them to be
sble to come z2way in g hesling environment lke
Fairbridge, and to contribute by putting a little joy
into their ives.”

“We'rz zll for helping people who arentin the
I'malight,” zzyz Vivienne. “We don'tcare T they're
black, white or brindle.”

“A lot of people give money 10 overzazs charities,”
says Mandy. “Butl believe you should look in your
own backyard first.”



STARICK TIMELINE

1985 Official opaning of Starick Houze

Joint production with Curtin University of 30 minutes video to increaze ewareness of domestic violence (DV) in
the community

1987
1988  Inception of HOWIC (Housing of Women in the Community). Purchaze of 3 unita in the local area.
1991  Pilot of 10-week support groupa with Stirling Womens Refuge
1993  Piloting of a DV Intarvention Project in the Armadale police region.
1994 Official launch of Armedale Domestic Violence Intervention Project (ADVIF)

HOWIC - purchaze of two more propertias

1995 zpEARS Court Support Program relocated to Armadele Police Station - first not for profit orgenization in

Australia to provide a DV outreach service within & police station.
1996 SPEARS funded by the Department for Community Development
1997 Commencead provision of counzelling services 2o women experiencing family and domestic violence (FDV).
1998 Funded by Department of Housing and Works to rencvate/build Starick refuge.
1999  Sterick took over the menagement of Mary Smith Night Sheltar
2000 Development of “Strengthening the Heart” Project

Eztablishment of Outreach service under the SPEARS Progrem for familiesz leaving refuges in the South Eaat
Metro Corridor.

2002
2003 Family and Domestic Violence Advocate bazad et Cennington Police Station
Femily and Domestic Viclence Advocate bezed et Goanellz Police Station
2002
Counzelling services relocetad to Goanells Community Lotteriez Houze
2006 HOWIC -zecuring of two more properties

Agreement with Access Housing to provide accommodetion and outreach services to the Eudorie Street
Cluzster Projecet

2000 New buildings edded 20 Mery Smith Centre with funding from the Depertment of Housing

Starick Services Inc. restructurad into the Centre for Non-Viclence, Cantre for Community and Centre for Safety
and Wellbeing.

Funded by Department for Child Protection (DCF) to cperate the Laverton Crisiz Intervention Service

2011  Funded by DCP under the ‘Reconnecting Rural end Remota’ program to menage the Femily end Domestic
Violence Caze Menegement end Cocrdination Services for the Murchison/Gazcoyne, Goldfields, and West/East
Kimberley regiona.

2013 Refurbishment of Starick Houze with funding from Lotterywest
Menegement of HOWIC tranzferred from Starick to Access Housing Reeslty
2015 Awarded funding by Lotterywest to undertake refurbishment of Mary Smith Cantre

Awarded funding by the Depertment for Child Protection end Family Support for the role of Lead Agency for
the East Metro corridor to provide 24/7 rezponse to women end children at imminent rizk of harm
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